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But his privileges
gradual!}' ceased, though the name survived, down
to the present century.

The Church had always been an important factor
in the life of the Balkan states. But under the
Turkish domination it ceased to be a national insti-
tution in Bulgaria. For while the country became
politically a part of the Ottoman Empire, its church
passed into the hands of the Greeks. As early as
1394 the see of Trnovo was subordinated to the
Patriarch of Constantinople, and Greek bishops and
Bibles entered Bulgaria, displacing the native priest-
hood and the vernacular scriptures. In Bulgaria, as
in Roumania, the Phanariotes obtained a fatal in-
fluence ; but while in the latter country they gained
political power, in the former their sphere was eccle-
siastical. The lowest as well as the highest offices in
the Church were bought and sold, and the purchasers
were often men of the lowest class. We even hear
of barbers becoming bishops and coffee-sellers priests.
No fewer than 140 patriarchs are mentioned in 390
years, and it is therefore clear that the Phanariotes,
who had paid highly for their brief period of office,
must have lost no time in recovering their expenses.
*' The art of extortion," says a Prussian diplomatist of
the last century, "has been reduced by them to a
system," so that between Greek ecclesiastics and
Turkish governors the lot of the poor Bulgarian
peasant was hard to bear. When the last indepen-
dent Slavonic churches of Ipek and Ochrida were
sacrificed to Phanariote zeal, the sole remaining
obstacle to their scheme for making the Greek Ian-